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The Cold War Escalates: Arms Race, Space Race, Espionage, & the Cuban Missile Crisis
I.  The Cold War Escalates: 1950-1970
A.  From 1945 to 1991, the USA & USSR used a variety of strategies to win the Cold War
1.  In the early years of the Cold War (1945-1949), the USA used a _________________________________________ policy to successfully stop the spread of _______________________________ in Europe 

2.  Proxy Wars

a.  When communism spread to ________________ in 1949, the USA feared the “___________________________ theory” & became more ____________________________________ in its efforts to stop communism 

b.  The USA went to _______________ in  Korea to defend _____________________________________ from communism 

c.  The Soviet Union supplied __________________________ to the communists in North Korea during the war

d.  The type of indirect fight between the USA & USSR is called a “______________________________________________”
B.  From 1949 to 1970, the Cold War escalated as a result of a nuclear arms race, space race, & espionage  

1.  Arms Race

a.  The U.S. _________________ on nuclear weapons ended in 1949 when the USSR successfully _____________________ an atomic bomb

b.  The Soviet development of the atomic bomb led to a nuclear __________________________ between the USA & USSR 

c.  In 1952, the USA tested the first ____________________________________________ which is _______________ times more powerful than the atomic bomb 

d.  The Soviet Union _________________________________________________________ its own hydrogen bomb in 1953

e.  By 1959, both the USA & USSR developed _______________________________ called intercontinental ballistic missiles (________________) that could deliver nuclear _________________________ to distant targets 

f.  In the 1950s, U.S. President Eisenhower escalated the Cold War by using ______________________________________: threatening to __________ nuclear weapons & willingness to go to the _______________________________________ 

i.  If the USSR attacked a NATO member, the U.S. would use _________________________________________________: attack every major Soviet _________________ & military target 

ii.  As a result, the USA & USSR began ______________________________ nuclear weapons & building up their militaries  

iii.  With the USA & USSR in possession of large nuclear stockpiles, each side could _______________________________ each other: this was known as _________________________________________________________________ (MAD) 

iv.  Throughout the Cold War, the USA & USSR looked for ways to gain _________________________________ capability 

2.  Space Race 

a.  In  1957, the USSR used its first ICBM to launch ___________________, the first _______________________ into space 

i.  Sputnik shocked Americans who feared the U.S. had ______________________________________________________ the USSR in ________________________ & technology 

ii.  As a result of Sputnik, the Cold War __________________________ into a ___________________________________ to show American & Soviet dominance 

b.  In 1958, the USA created National Aeronautics & Space Administration (_________________) to catch up to the USSR … U.S. schools promoted _________________, science, & _______________________________ 

c.  The USSR repeatedly _________________ the USA in space by launching the ___________________________________ into orbit & orbiting the moon 

d.  In 1962, President John Kennedy committed the USA to ____________________________________________________ in the race to the _________________ 

e.  In 1969, ____________________________ landed U.S. astronauts on the ____________________ 

3.   Espionage and Covert Operations 
a.  During the Cold War, the USA & USSR created ____________________________________________________ agencies, the ______________ and ______________, in order to spy and carry out covert operations 

i.  The USA & USSR used ____________________ to gather intelligence 

ii.  U.S. & Soviet _______________________________________ gathered information also 

b.  The Cold War escalated as the threat of communism spread into the Middle East, Africa, & Latin America 

c.  The CIA _________________________________ the governments of _________________ & Guatemala and intervened in _________________, Bolivia, ________________, & Cuba to stop communism 

4.  The _______________________________________________________________ brought the United States & Soviet Union to a near _______________________________________ in 1962 (see page 2) 

Political Cartoon Analysis 

Quickly scan the cartoon. What do you notice first? 
WORDS/LETTERS

Are there labels, descriptions, thoughts, or dialogue? What do they symbolize?

List 3 adjectives that describe the emotions within the cartoon.

VISUALS

Identify the people, objects, and places in the cartoon (use arrows and labels). 

Try to make sense of the “action”. What is going on? 

Which of the visuals are symbols? What do they stand for?

CONTENT/TIME PERIOD
When is it from?

What was happening at the time in history it was created?

What is the message? List evidence from the cartoon and your knowledge about the time period to help you.
What did you find out from this cartoon that you might not learn anywhere else?

