Name:_______________________________
Find your Innisfree (lyric poem)
Where do you go to escape? Do you have a sanctuary where you can travel to find peace and put your mind at ease?  
Read this very famous poem by William Butler Yeats:
The Lake of Innisfree
I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made;
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee,
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.
And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow,
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;
There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,
And evening full of the linnet’s wings.
I will arise and go now, for always night and day
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,
I hear it in the deep heart’s core.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
This is a poem that describes a place where the author goes to escape, both physically and mentally, the burdens of city life. Yeats paints a perfect picture of Innisfree because he pays particular attention to his senses in this poem: the sound of crickets, the sight of glimmering midnight, the touch of hand-built cabin...
In order to create your own lyric poem, follow these steps:
Pre-writing:

1. Think about a place, real or imaginary where you go to escape.

2. Place yourself in your sanctuary by visiting it in your mind. Spend 10 whole minutes working 
through each of the 5 senses associated with your place of escape. Use the chart on the back to 
organize your thinking. The center bubble should be your place of escape and the other 5 
bubbles should represent each sense.

3. Next, write down the place, thing, person or problem that you most often want to escape. 
What senses do you associate with this thing? Write down a list of ways your sanctuary 
contrasts with the thing/person/problem you want to escape.
Writing:
1. Start your poem by stating where you go to escape.
2. In the 1st and 2nd stanzas, describe what you will do there and what you will see. Will you bring anyone with you or will you go alone? Describe the general atmosphere. What do you hear? Touch? Feel? Smell? What colors do you see? What is going on around you? Be specific.
3. In the 3rd stanza, bring the poem full circle by contrasting your sanctuary with what you have escaped. How are the two places different? How does your place of escape affect you? Does it calm you, or recharge your batteries?
Your lyric poem must include:

____onomatopoeia

____repetition

____alliteration

____simile

____descriptive words   

____at least 3 stanzas

____a title

____This poem DOES NOT have to rhyme, although it can if you so choose.
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