
“Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes

Directions: Use the brainstorming activities below. Then, draft your own extended metaphor poem on the next page. 

PART I: BRAINSTORMING

1. You will create your own “extended metaphor” and will emulate the format of the great poem. (His has twenty lines; yours has twenty lines.)

2. You need to use the same punctuation marks and in the same places as the original poet, Langston Hughes. So, don’t forget to copy them into your final publication.

3.  Poet’s example of metaphor is “crystal stair”, something that signifies newness, beauty, wealth, and all that is good with the world. Brainstorm your own list of “crystal stairs” below.
· __________________
· __________________
· __________________
· __________________
· __________________
· __________________


4. Then, ask yourself, what is  			
opposite of crystal stair? 			8. Opposite of _________________(my “crystal stair”)
· “tacks”			                      
· “splinters”                                                           
· “boards torn up”                                           _______________________________________
· “no carpet on the floor
· “bare”                                                             _______________________________________
· “no light”
    						      _____________________________

						      _____________________________

							



[bookmark: _GoBack]


 “Mother to Son” Rough Draft 

Well, _____________________, I’ll tell you:

Life ______________________________________________________________.

It’s __________________________________________.

And ______________________.

And ______________________.

And _____________________________________--

______________.

But ___________________________

(I’se/I’ve) _______________________________,

And _____________________________________,

And ________________________________,

And sometimes __________________________

Where ____________________________________.

So ______________, don’t you ______________________.

Don’t you _______________________________________

(Cause/Because) you ______________________________________.

Don’t you _______________________--

For (I’se/I’m) still ______________________________________,

(I’se/I’m) still ______________________________,

And life for me ____________________________________________________.

