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Annotate stanza 1… put it into your own words:


Annotate stanza 2… put it into your own words:


Annotate stanza 3… put it into your own words:
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Activity Eight: Picturing the Images
(L] 1. In stanzas two and three, the author gives examples to support the point she makes in the first
stanza. Look at the two stanzas again and fill in the chart below by
 Dracketing [ ] the strongest images (descriptions that appeal to one or more of the five
senses) in each stanza of the poem
drawing a picture that illustrates the image the author creates in each stanza
o listing the emotions the pictures convey
Stanza My Tlustration Emotions
ariver would stop
its flow if only
a stream were there
toreceive it
E
an ocean would never laugh|
1f clouds weren’t there
to kiss her tears

2. Look at the two illustrations you created. What do the two pictures have in common? Based on
the images you created, what do you think the author is trying to say?
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Composition: Persuasive Writing

In the poem “The World Is Not a Pleasant Place,” Nikki Giovanni defines the world as an
unpleasant place if you are alone. Do you agree or disagree? Write an essay explaining your
opinion. Be sure to provide evidence for your answer.
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] object human qualities.

N Example: The rainbow smiled at me.

A rainbow cannot smile. Smiling is a human action. but the author may have decided
to describe the rainbow in that manner because the shape of a rainbow and a smile are.

1. Reread stanza three. looking for examples of personification. Fill in the chart below.

‘Human Qualities or Actions ‘What do these human actions tell
us about the ocean and the clouds?|

Ocean

[™]

Clouds

2. How does the use of personification help create stronger images?

3, Rewrite the third stanza by creating your own examples of personification. Fill in the blanks
below:

an ocean would never.
‘human action

if clouds weren’t there
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Activity Two: Interactive Read-Aloud
Read the poem aloud, speaking in unison with your classmates and teacher. Imitate the emphasis
and pitch of your teacher’s voice while reading the poem dramatically.

The World Is Not a Pleasant Place

The world is not a pleasant place
to be without
someone to hold and be held by

a river would stop
its flow if only

a stream were there
to receive it

an ocean would never laugh
if clouds weren't there

to kiss her tears

the world is not

apleasant place to be without
someone
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Activity Three: Exploring the Title to Engage Prior Knowledge
1. In the title of the poem, the author describes the world as a place that is NOT .

2. What does the word “pleasant™ mean?

3. The word “pleasant” is an adjective. An adjective is a word that describes a noun (a person,
place. thing. or idea). Which noun does the adjective “pleasant” describe?

4. Rewrite the title of the poem replacing “pleasant™ with a synonym (a word with a similar
‘meaning):
The World Is Not a/an Place
adjective

5. List three reasons why you feel the world might NOT be “a pleasant place.”

Al
B.

C.
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Activity Twelve: Repetition and Its Effect

1. In stanza four. the author repeats information from a previous stanza. Highlight the information
in the stanza below.

the world is not

a pleasant place to be without
someone

2. In which other stanza do these words appear? Why do you suppose the author decided to repeat
the information?
3. Compare the last stanza to the title. How are they the same? How are they different? Why do
you think the author made that choice?

4. How does stanza four provide a conclusion for the poem? Explain your answer.

Comment
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2. Look at the two illustrations you created. What do the two pictures have in common? Based on
the images you created, what do you think the author is trying to say?

3. In stanza two, the word “if" is followed by a reason why a river would stop its flow. Copy the
lines that show why the “river would stop its flow.”

4. What conclusion can you make about the river based on this line?
5. In stanza three, the word “if” is followed by a reason why the ocean would never laugh. Copy
the lines that show why the “ocean would never laugh.”

6. What conclusion can you make about the ocean based on this line?

7. How do the images (descriptions that appeal to one or more of the five senses) in stanzas two
and three support the idea the author presents in stanza one?
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